[Plasma and urine catecholamines in a 7-day survival of parathion poisoning].
During the intensive medical treatment of a finally fatal parathion poisoning (survival time 7 days) with shock symptoms (lung and kidney) the kinetic profiles of both plasma and urinary catecholamines were taken up. In addition the parathion concentrations of the same plasma samples were measured. There could have been found plasma catecholamine profiles exhibiting peak concentrations in the initial phase, followed by a period of 4 days without any detectable plasma epinephrine and finally an extreme elevation of both catecholamines in the last period before death. The excretion patterns confirmed the plasma results. Imaginable pathophysiological mechanisms in consideration of the shock induced renal insufficiency are discussed. The question is raised whether the kinetics of plasma catecholamines may be a possible marker for the prognosis of organophosphate poisoning.